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President’s report 


Barry Lingham 


fter recently reviewing the history of the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve, I have been reflecting on the changes that 
have happened in society. The GFNC was a strong supporter of 
the initial push in 1962 to create a park from the bush that was 
owned by the Cuthbertsons. In the 1960s, there was a growing 
awareness of the need to preserve habitat as the development 
of farmland and urban expansion accelerated. The first 
Committee of Management of the OGNR comprised GFNC reps 
(2), the Lands Officer, Bellarine Shire Councillors (2), 
Queenscliff Borough Council (1), a Member of Parliament plus 
Public Members (2). Imagine trying to get three councillors and 
an MP to commit to running a Nature Reserve in today’s world! 
The general thrust of management was to let the untouched 
western section remain in ‘natural balance’ while vegetating 
some previously cleared sections with native vegetation. 

Today, many of the shrubberies that were carefully planted and 
nurtured are labelled ‘non-indigenous species’ to be eliminated. 


Simply leaving the bush unmanaged has led to the creation of 
thick understorey that stifles the growth and health of the local 
Yellow Gums. Early plans were to reintroduce locally extinct 
small mammals as well as koalas and wallabies. It is now illegal 
to let any animals loose in the CGNR without a permit. 

In the past 50 years, we have learned a lot about fire 
management, ecology and the need for interconnection of 
fragmented habitat for viable populations. However, it is obvious 
that we still do not adequately understand the complex 
relationships that exist between flora and fauna. Field naturalists 
have a vital role to play in the understanding of our local 
habitats. As citizen scientists, observing and recording nature in 
areas we regularly visit, we add to the total knowledge and 
understanding of local ecology and can speak with some 
authority on management issues. 



Tonight... 

...Dernnot Henry, Manager, Natural Science Collections, Museunn Victoria: ‘Meteorites—rocks with impact.’ 
Meteorites: what are they, where do they come from and what happens when a big one hits the Earth? 

In August... 

... Bruce Humphries, Senior Environmental Planner, City of Greater Geelong: ‘Management of Lake Lome and 
Jerringot’. 


Membership renewals 

This is a final reminder to those of you who have not renewed your subscription to do so as soon as possible. Please 
also remember to send your renewal form in if you have paid by direct credit (we have a few forms still outstanding) 
and to sign your forms, as this is now a requirement under the new Rules. 

Members who have not paid by 31 July will be removed from our Geelong Naturalist mailing list, so please don’t delay 
any longer. 

Renewal forms will be available at meetings or can be downloaded from the website and mailed or filled in 
electronically and emailed. 

Deborah Evans, Membership Officer 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 

Michael Day, Portarlington; Thomas Packer, Jan Juc; Paul and Janene Schillier, Elaine; Suyeon Kim, Waurn Ponds; 
Nicole Gray, Drysdale; Jade and Seth Craven (cadet member), Highton; Brett Roberts, Belmont; Richard and Jennifer 
Weatherly, Wellington; Carolyn Edwards, Lara; Peter and Viv McWaters, Torquay; Robyn Oliver, Torquay. 

We wish them all a long and happy association 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.qfnc.orq.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat 
to other members and visitors. 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/qeelonqfnc 


The photo on the front cover, by Trevor Pescott, is of a 
Fat-tailed Dunnart, taken at Wooloomanata. June 2015 

The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of a 
Little Eagle, pale morph, taken at Serendip Sanctuary Reserve. 
June 2015 




























Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Pt Addis and Ironbark Basin 

28 May 2015 


Cheryl West Lau 


I t was an unseasonably warm morning with a light 
breeze and promise of rain coming later. The scopes 
were out at Pt Addis and first sighted were numerous 
Silver Gulls (approx. 100) flying offshore. Good views 
were had of an Australasian Gannet flying close to the 
Point and five Crested Terns were counted flying over the 
water. The calm conditions were not favourable for 
viewing large numbers of seabirds and only three Shy 
Albatross were recorded. 

A large flock (500) of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters were 
circling over the carpark and surrounding vegetation. A 
smaller number of White-naped Honeyeaters were also 
flying around interspersed with the Yellow-faced. A 
Peregrine Falcon came flying into the flock, probably 
looking for breakfast, and we had good views underneath 
as he circled around. We could hear Rufous Bristlebirds 
nearby and also White-eared Honeyeaters. One 
White-eared Honeyeater very obligingly sat on a fence in 
the sunshine. We did a short loop walk around the Point; 
however, there wasn't a lot of activity apart from some 
Silvereyes, a White-browed Scrubwren and a Crescent 
Honeyeater that was heard calling. 20 species were 
recorded at Pt Addis. 


We drove to Ironbark Basin carpark and proceeded to 
walk down into the Basin. The noise from at least 50+ 
Red Wattlebirds was overwhelming. The Ironbarks 
Eucalyptus tricarpa were in flower and had attracted the 
honeyeaters. There was also a large number of New 
Holland Honeyeaters, and White-naped, their red 
eye-skin visible as they flew from tree to tree. Crescent 
Honeyeaters were heard and also Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters. Eastern Spinebills and Eastern Yellow 
Robins calling added to the cacophony of sound. Some 
of the blossom from the Ironbarks had fallen to the 
ground and we particularly admired the salmon pink 
blossom that comes from these beautiful and distinctive 
trees. There is also a cream/lemon-coloured blossom. 

A few of the party decided to walk further on to see if they 
could find the elusive Southern Emu Wren, which has 
been seen near the famous Tiger Snake Breeding Area’ 
sign, but weren't successful. However, they did spot a 
pair of Whistling Kites and a Wedge-tailed Eagle. We 
returned to the carpark for morning tea. 19 species were 
sighted in the Basin. It was a pleasant morning in good 
company. 


Bird list—Pt Addis 


Shy Albatross 
Australasian Gannet 
Peregrine Falcon 
Crested Tern 
Pacific Gull 
Silver Gull 
Crimson Rosella 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Rufous Bristlebird 
Eastern Spinebill _ 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 
Crescent Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Silver-eye 
Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling _ 


Bird list—Ironbark Basin 


Whistling Kite 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 


Eastern Spinebill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 
Crescent Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Australasian Magpie 
Grey Fantail 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
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Snippets from the past 


Rob Ganly 


Excerpt 2 from: 

THE FIRST TEN YEARS History of Events 1961-1971 

Supplement to Geelong Naturalist vol.7, no.4, February, 1971 


The first President, Mr. Pescott, remembers one argument he lost...and in retrospect agrees it was a 

fortunate loss! He writes: 

‘We had decided an ennblenn was needed, and suggestions were called for; various ones were made, and the 
Committee of the time selected two from a number to present to the General Meeting early in 1964. 

‘The two suggestions made were—Small Ant-blue Butterfly: a draft design by Duncan Mackenzie. Golden Grevillea: a 
draft design by myself. 

‘I lost the vote, and the final design was completed by Mr. Atkin of Ballarat who worked for G.T.V.9. 

‘Looking back, I would agree it was a very happy choice, showing the wisdom, then as now, of our Club members.’ 

April 1962: First Annual Meeting. Credit balance - £57.11.1 

July 1962: Trade Fair Exhibit - great success. 

Tree planting You Yangs (B.O.C). 

December 1962: Support pledged for Cuthbertson’s bushland. 

First Junior projects: Prizes—Ian Sandwith, Neil Sandwith. 



Erratum: In the article ‘Elusive fauna captured on camera’ which featured in last month’s Naturalist (p.5) the Bandicoot captured 
on camera had been identified as a Southern Brown Bandicoot. GORCC advise that the animal had been misidentified and was in 
fact a Long-nosed Bandicoot. 
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Bells Beach Foreshore Reserve, Bones Road, fauna survey 

11-14 June 2015 

GPS at car park 55 263096E, 5750755N, alt 55m 

All trapping is carried out in accordance with the conditions in our DEPI permit 10006519 and ourWSIAEC permit 27.12 

Trevor Pescott 


Location 

The site chosen for the survey was the heathlands 
between the Bones Road carpark and the top of the 
coast cliffs. 

The vegetation consisted of stunted Moonah, Coast 
Pomaderris, Messmate, Yellow Gum, Winged 
Spyridium, green-flowered Common Correa, Silver 
Banksia and a variety of other plants. 

Weather 

Mainly fine and sunny but cool to cold. 

Elliott traps 

We set 40 small Elliott traps in four lines each of 10 
traps. 

They were baited with a peanut butter, golden syrup 
and oatmeal mix, a ball of Dacron bedding was in each 
trap, and they were enclosed in a plastic weather- 
shield. 

Results 

12/06/15: E2 Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes, wt 99 g 
E9 Bush Rat, not weighed 
13/06/15: E30 Bush Rat, wt 93 g 
14/06/15: Ell Bush Rat, wt 90 g 



Bush Rat, Bells Beach Foreshore Reserve. 

J u ne 2915 Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Cameras, harps and funnels 

These were not used on this survey. 


Comments 

Although the trapping site was close to the car park, 
and to residential development, none of the three 
introduced rodents that we have found in other similar 
sites were caught. It was also surprising that Swamp 
Rats were not caught—there was evidence of 
extensive digging and tunnelling in the area just below 
the car park. 

Wallaby, fox and rabbit scats were abundant and there 
were some recent echidna diggings. 

No herps—frogs or reptiles—^were found during the 
survey. 



Fauna surveyors examine a Bush Rat at Bells Beach Foreshore 
Reserve. June 2015 Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Thanks to... 

Surf Coast Shire for encouraging us to carry out the 
survey: Helen, Lance, Graham and Brett for setting the 
traps, and Guy, Graham, Brett, Chrissy, Suyeon and 
Deborah for checking the traps. 

Birds 

Three Blue-winged Parrots were seen flying overhead. 
Rufous Bristlebirds were heard calling. 

The Yellow-faced and White-naped Honeyeaters were 
‘streaming’ through, apparently in their annual 
migration northwards along the coast. 


Mammals 


Birds 


Short-beaked Echidna 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

Bush Rat 

Red Fox 

European Rabbit 

Some fresh diggings noted. 
At least 20 grazing on 
farmland behind carpark. 
One seen, many scats 

Four caught. 

Many scats found. 

Many scats and diggings, 
one skull and a skin found. 


Australasian Gannet 

Silver Gull 

Crimson Rosella 

Blue-winged Parrot 

Rufous Bristlebird 

Superb Fairy-wren 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Brown Thornbill 

Eastern Spinebill 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Australian Magpie 

Silvereye 

Welcome Swallow 

Red-browed Finch 
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Common Heath (pink), Bells 
Beach. June 2015 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Common Correa, green flowers. 
Bells Beach. June 2015 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Winged Spyridium, Bells 
Beach. June 2015 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Next fauna surveys 

Gum Flat, Anglesea 
Thursday 9-Sunday 12 July 2015 

We have carried out surveys in the past and already have an impressive list of mammals for the area. The list includes several 
bats as well as the Eastern Pygmy Possum and Long-nosed Bandicoot, and introduced species including Fallow Deer. 

This time we will be looking for small mammals including the Agile Antechinus and Swamp Rat using Elliott traps. It is still too cool 
for use of harps for bats or funnels for reptiles—this we will do in the summer. 

The general area is rich in wildflowers including many species of orchids. 

Turn west onto Gum Flat Road off Forest Road, and meet at the car park just after the end of the bitumen once you cross the 
creek. 

Thursday 9 July: Meet at 1.00 p.m. to set the Elliott traps. 

Friday 10 July to Sunday 12 July: Meet at 8.30 a.m. to check the traps. 

Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 
Thursday 6-Sunday 9 August 2015 

This is a continuation of our on-going survey which began several years ago. 

We meet at the main truck parking area on the Princes Highway 20 km west of Colac, just past Hawks Nest Road on the right, 
heading south. 

Thursday 6 August: Meet at 1.00 p.m. to set the Elliott traps. 

Friday 7 to Sunday 9 August: Meet at 9.00 a.m. to check the traps. 

Spring Creek, Torquay 
Thursday 10-Sunday 13 September 2015 

Meeting place yet to be decided. 
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Recording the orchids of the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Bernie Lingham 


D uring 2015, a series of seasonal biodiversity activity 
days will be carried out at the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve. A report on the first activity, which involved a 
bird survey, wallaby census and recording of significant 
individual eucalypts, appeared in the May edition of this 
magazine. More activities are planned throughout the 
year. 

Building on these activities, Barry and I are particularly 
interested in updating the Friends’ records of the 
locations and species of orchids in the reserve. 

A historical list entitled Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Vascular Plants, possibly dating from the 1970s (no date 
or author is listed on the document), indicates 25 
observed members of the Orchidaceae family. The list is 
impressive and spans a variety of species, including a 
number of rare and uncommon orchids such as the 
Veined Helmet Orchid Corybas diemenicus, Tiger Orchid 
Diurus sulphurea and Golden Moths Diurus chryseopsis. 

However, few of the listed species have been recorded 
in recent years. We have observed beautiful Sun Orchids 
blooming in spring sunshine in September and October 
along the Centre and South Tracks, particularly the 


Salmon Sun Orchid Thelymitra rubra. However, records 
of other species are patchy at best. Vegetation changes 
and loss of suitable habitat are most likely to have 
negatively affected the number and variety of orchid 
species now present. 

With this concern in mind, it was particularly pleasing to 
observe a large patch of 100+ Trim Greenhoods 
Pterostylis concinna. First noted as tiny rosettes back in 
mid-May four weeks later in mid-June early flowering has 
occurred with several small delicate flowers visible (see 
photos below). 

We are very interested in obtaining historical data and 
current observations of orchids at the OGNR. 

Please email historical observations, including details of 
dates, species and locations to info@qfnc.orq.au 

Current observations, including GPS coordinates of 
orchid locations where available, can be submitted on 
the GFNC plant observation portal: 
http://www.qfnc.orq.au/observations/plant. 



Trim Greenhood Pterostylis concinna, Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. May 2015 Photo: Bernie Lingham 




Above and below centre: Trim 
Greenhoods Pterostylis concinna, Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve. June 2015 

Photos: Bernie Lingham 
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Out and about: The birth of our club magazine 

Valda Dedman 


A fter its first three years the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club was doing well. It had £173.74 in the bank, 112 
financial members, adult membership was £l per annum, 
juniors paid 2/-, it had just purchased a slide projector 
and screen, the club badge was almost ready, and it felt 
confident enough to produce its first magazine. The 
committee felt a journal was needed 'to further widen 
Members' knowledge and interests, and to allow 
Members to pass on to others their ideas and thoughts'. 

A committee had been set up to look into the matter. It 
was composed of Duncan MacKenzie who became the 
first editor, Trevor Pescott, Jack Wheeler and Voi 
Boardman. They decided on the format: as well as 
regular articles, there would be an At Random section 
and a Junior Section. The cover would be modern and 
striking with a coloured masthead which included the 
name Geelong 
Naturalist and the club's 
butterfly logo, with a photo 
in the space below. The 
colour would change each 
month; the first was bright 
red. It was to be published 
quarterly and the cost per 
copy was two shillings. 

All of the contributions in 
that first issue were by the 
members of that magazine 
committee, with the 
exception of the juniors 
article. The cover photo 
was of a butterfly 
hanging on to its chrysalis 
case after emerging. It was 
by Trevor Pescott and 
linked to his article about 
the Wanderer butterfly. 

Today the Wanderer 
Danaus plexippus is better 
known as the Monarch. The 
Lesser Wanderer, which 
Trevor mentions in relation 
to R.E. Trebilcock's 1913 
observations is now Danaus 
chrysippus, but was (and 
sometimes still is) D. petilia 
and for 100 years was 
considered a subspecies of D. plexippus. It is a 
wide-ranging species, known from North Africa to New 
Caledonia, with two subspecies in Australia, the more 
extensive northern one being known as D. plexippus 
petilia. Trebilcock wrote that he took large numbers of 
them in 1906 at Queenscliff and in the West Geelong 
cemetery and that they were only an occasional visitor to 
Geelong. That is still the case today. One was observed 
in Highton in February this year. Monarchs are not often 
reported here now and rarely more than one at a time; 
one was seen at Lake Lonsdale in November 2014. Both 
species rely on milkweed plants for larval food. The 
Monarch has been recorded breeding in Geelong, but the 
Lesser Wanderer has not, even though the Swan Plant is 
widely grown. Its larvae feed on native plants as well, but 
the larvae of the Monarch only feed on introduced 
species. In 1964 Trevor thought the Monarch was 'a very 


common species around Geelong'. Our recent records do 
not support this. 

Duncan MacKenzie's tale of his patience and 
perseverance needed to obtain photos of a Wedge-tailed 
Eagle feeding its chicks—building a hide bit by bit high 
up, then the inevitable waiting—makes quite an exciting 
story. Duncan had always wanted to photograph a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle and ‘knew his time had come'. He 
saw the nest in a tree high up on the steep ridge of a 
heavily timbered valley. Building a hide 40 feet high 
involved 'man-handling’ enough steel scaffolding up a 
slippery slope. Rain did not help. Then there was a 
timber floor to be carried up and double hessian for sides 
and top, and finally all the camera gear. And then the 
long, long wait for the adult bird to appear at the nest. 

The first vigil was fruitless; a week later it rained, it 

cleared, Duncan ran out of film. 
Did he achieve his wish? You 
will have to read the article for 
yourself. 

Jack Wheeler wrote about the 
proposal for a Bellarine National 
Park (owned by the Misses 
Cuthbertson). It was not to be. 
The square mile of 'virgin scrub 
land' on Grubb Road Ocean 
Grove became in time the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. In 
November 1962 the first 
public meeting was held at the 
Geelong City Hall, attended by 
just 25 people. A committee was 
formed to publicise the proposal, 
make a state-wide appeal for 
funds, and make formal 
proposals. Over the next couple 
of years a great deal of work 
was done and the fund to 
purchase the land reached 
£8079. An offer was made for 
purchase to the Misses 
Cuthbertson but it was refused. 
The project was cut back to 300 
acres and looked like being 
successful. Fifty years later, we 
know that the OGNR was finally created, then 
extended. It eventually came under the control of Parks 
Victoria, it has an active Friends Group and the Geelong 
Field Naturalists Club has always been committed to and 
involved in its preservation. It was the foresight of such 
people as Jack Wheeler that achieved this. 

Jack also wrote two small articles about Lai Lai, which 
the club had visited, and of the devotion to an injured 
Spine-tailed Swift by one of the club's youngest 
members, Graeme Dumbrell, who over 46 days provided 
some 2000 crickets to the bird, which was making a 
remarkable recovery. 

Voi Boardman's article was about our local greenhoods. 
These included the Brittle Greenhood, Pterostylis 
truncata, sometimes known as Little Dumpy. It is listed as 
threatened under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
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1988. An Action Statement was later prepared. An 
interesting sidelight on contributions to its disappearance 
is that White-winged Choughs have been seen actively 
digging up its tuberoids. Boardman wrote that it could be 
found at the You Yangs in large numbers; it may still be 
commonest there. It disappeared from Lara when spoil 
from railway works was dumped on to its site. A small 
population at Point Wilson has also disappeared, possibly 
from cattle trampling. Flowering is enhanced by a cool 
summer followed by a wet autumn. It has a disjunct 
population in Victoria, within a radius of 65 km of 
Melbourne. Only three sites remain in Victoria—the You 
Yangs, the Long Forest and Black Range (between 
Gisborne and Toolern Vale). Rabbits, goats, weeds, 
boneseed, road works and trampling are all threats. In 
2002 it underwent a name change to Diplodium truncatum 
as part of a general revision of Pterostylis species. 

An unexpected Greenhood for the Geelong district is the 
Mentone Greenhood P. x toveyana, a natural hybrid 
between P. concinna and P. alata. It was first found at 
Mentone in 1907 by James Tovey, who at age 16 began 
working with the then Government Botanist Ferdinand 
von Mueller. He eventually became Chief Assistant at the 
National Herbarium. The orchid may be extinct in 
suburban Mentone, but can still be found in the Brisbane 
Ranges. Voi Boardman wrote that it was found at several 
areas at Steiglitz. Since 2002 it has been renamed 
Taurodium toveyanum. It is a small striped greenhood 
with long 'ears'. Since it needs both parents growing in 
close proximity, it is relatively rare, and its status is 
unknown, but it is probably vulnerable. It is winter 
flowering, so look out for it in the coming months. It has a 
V-shaped tongue. 

The Junior article was written by Geoff Carr, who went on 
to become one of Victoria's leading botanists. However it 
was not about plants, but about what he called the 
Common Pouched Mouse, now known as the Common 
Dunnart Sminthopsis murina. He had caught them at the 
Bannockburn tip, which is noteworthy. The individual 
caught in January 1963 was the first recorded in the 
Geelong area, and may have been among the last. Grant 
Baverstock and Lawrie Conole, with help from the Fauna 
Survey Group of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, 
surveyed the Bannockburn bush from 1981 to1989, but 
recorded no Common Dunnarts there. 


Tree planting 

It’s that time of year again, when major tree planting events take place ready for the spring growth season. 

Grow West—Sunday 19 July 

This year Grow West are planting 5000 seedlings on private property on Ironbark Road, Rowsley, on Sunday 19 July 
from 9.30 a.m.-4 p.m. A number of GFNC members are regular Grow West planters, so why not come and join us 

this year? 

You need to register your attendance (by 13 July) and download the information pack at: 

www.qrowwest.com.au 

Hindmarsh—14-16 August 

The planting site this year is on private property out of Dimboola on a site once used for eucalyptus oil production from 
mallee plantations on what was then the Antwerp Station. The area has been heavily grazed by sheep since 

eucalyptus oil production stopped. 

Register at: 

Hindmarsh Landcare Network site: www.hindmarshlandcare.ora.au 

Enquiries to: hln@hindmarshlandcare.ora.au or to Steve Hemphill, Local Landcare Facilitator on mobile: 

0429 006 936. 


The third annual report and treasurer's report were also 
included, as well as a couple of fillers. The ‘At Random’ 
section included horseshoe shrimps, a three-tailed lizard, 
and news of Sir Charles Belcher, so the first issue of the 
Geelong Naturalist \Nas well-rounded. Scientific names 
have changed over the years. That is only to be expected, 
but the articles provide valuable information about what 
could be found around Geelong when our club was 
young. 

The Geelong Naturalist has gone through several 
transformations since that first issue. Sometimes the 
printing left a lot to be desired, not from our choice. A 
photo took up the whole cover for several years, then the 
cover was plain. A change of printer saw a slight 
reduction in size and a plain blue cover. Proof reading 
was often onerous in those days. Then, it was decided to 
have a monthly magazine, first of all in A5 size, but soon 
replaced by our present A4 size. Production has 
become easier. At one stage material was submitted to 
the editor on a 3% floppy disk and the magazine was 
photocopied. Now, with emails and digital photographs, 
the Geelong Naturalist has taken on a new dimension. 
You can also receive your copy via email when you will 
have the benefit of coloured photos. 

The decision, fifty years ago, to publish a magazine has 
borne fruit, and today many members 'have a go' and 
contribute articles, observations and photos about the 
natural world. Through the Geelong Naturalist we have a 
permanent record of our club's activities and 
achievements. 
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Bird Group meeting 

Taies from Cape York trails—Chris Tzaros 

18 June 2015 

Lynne Clarke 


^ Someone who knows his birds, who takes fabulous 
photographs, and can turn an incident or a sighting into 
a captivating story,’ Barry said as he thanked Chris for his 
presentation to us at the June Bird Group meeting. How 
right he was. We had enjoyed a wonderful evening with 
Chris. 

In 2013 Chris and his wife with their four year old son. 
Merlin, left Melbourne behind as fast as they could for a 
three month, four-wheel drive odyssey through the 
inland to the tip of Cape York. Their camping trailer 
unfolded quickly, so that wherever they might stop, within 
a minute their comfortable, above-ground home was 
ready for them. Often they looked for a green patch on 
the map and with their GPS found a track, and so estab¬ 
lished many camps in delightful terrain beside a creek, 
dry or flowing, with not another person within cooee. 

They chose to stay at least two nights at such places to 
allow time to explore. 

Chris showed us some glorious photographs of the 
delicately coloured Bourke’s Parrots, their glowing soft 
pink undersides contrasting with the pale blue under-tail 
coverts in the evening light. There were stunning images 
of Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos also, the red in the crest 
looking brighter than usual. Chris said that a number of 
widespread birds seemed to have brighter colours in the 
northern regions, of which Galahs were an obvious 
example. The detail of flocks of Budgerigars swirling near 
waterholes was breathtaking. 

They would wake to the dawn chorus, which Chris’s ear, 
trained since childhood, could readily interpret. As they 
headed further north increasingly there would be calls 
strange to him. One morning he leapt out to discover the 
source, the Black-tailed Treecreeper, and obtained a 
remarkable photo of the male bird, silhouetted against the 
sky, clinging to a tree trunk with head turned right round 
to espy the stranger in his place, as well as of the lovely 
white-chinned female. It was exciting for us to see some 
exquisite pics of Hall’s Babbler, first described in the 
1960s, in this district also. 

They had a magic week at Adel’s Grove, by the 
Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) National Park, the Clearwater 
reflecting the brilliant blue sky and rocky gorges, and 
supporting lush vegetation, with stands of pandanus and 
other palms where flocks of Purple-crowned Wrens and 
Crimson and Long-tailed Finches accompanied their 
days, and the calls of the Sandstone Shrike-thrush rang 


out from the cliffs. They found one of the best ways to 
see the birds was from a canoe, drifting down the river in 
the gorge. It was so wonderful that they almost decided 
to go no further, but after a week, reluctantly took to the 
road again. 

After rest and refreshment in Cairns they headed off to 
the Cape. At Artemis Station they met Sue and Tom 
Shepherd, who have been working to provide appropriate 
habitat for the endangered Golden-shouldered Parrot. 

Sue does small cool burns in a mosaic pattern on their 
property, providing opportunities for these glorious birds 
to forage for the small invertebrates on which they live. 
The parrots clearly favour these burnt areas as they are 
found much more readily here than they are elsewhere. 
There was a burnt patch by the road, so the family 
explored it, finding that the parrots allowed them to 
approach remarkably close, allowing Chris to obtain 
wonderful clear photos with his big lens, while other traffic 
passed unseeingly by. 

At Iron Range they found all the region’s endemics, 
enjoying wonderful birding. The Yellow-billed Kingfisher 
was a favourite, along with the Frilled Monarch, White¬ 
faced Robin, Northern Scrub-robin and Yellow-legged 
Flycatcher. Many honeyeaters were gorging on dripping 
nectar. Chris told us that he is not a twitcher, but that he 
added more than thirty new species to his list on this 
journey! He did not know how many new species his son 
Merlin had seen. 

There were some beautiful night pics, an especially 
memorable one being of the rufous northern race of the 
Southern Boobook being pointed out by his family. 

One of the highlights was their close encounter with the 
magnificent Palm Cockatoo. This joyful story was written 
up in detail in the December 2014 issue of Australian 
Birdlife, but Chris showed us the pictures and shared the 
joy, adding another highlight with delightful images of 
interacting Eclectus Parrots (Collectus Parrots, as Merlin 
called them). He told of the family’s search for a nest until 
a female unexpectedly emerged from a hollow in a likely 
tree, checking out these strangers whose purring vehicle 
had stopped by her patch. 

At last they reached the northernmost tip of Australia, not 
a birdy spot, but nevertheless giving them a great sense 
of achievement in the exciting adventure they had 
experienced together. 
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Butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


B utterflies like the sun and since it has not been 
around so much this month, we have had few 
sightings. The last of the Common Browns, together with 
a couple of Jezebels and a lingering Australian Painted 
Lady , a Meadow Argus and a Common Grass-blue. 
Cabbage Whites will still be around for a month or two. 
Please note if you don’t see them. 


Observers: 

DTy, David Tytherleigh; JN, John Newman; 
LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Newish 


Imperial Jezebel 

27/04/15 

Mckellar Centre, North 

Geelong 

1 flying along eastern border in sunny 
conditions, heading north. First sighting of this 
species at this site by this observer. 

DTy 

Spotted Jezebel 

26/04/15 

Freshwater Creek 

1 feeding from blossom along roadside. 

JN 

Cabbage White 

26/04/15 

Freshwater Creek 

2. 

JN 

Common Brown 

26/04/15 

Freshwater Creek 

1 female. 

JN 


29/04/15 

Snow Gum 

Reserve, Cnr Gundry & 

Vickery Rds, Bellbrae 

p.m. 1 female. 

LPh 


02/05/15 

Lerderderg Gorge, S. end 

1 female. Sightings uncommon in past few 
weeks. 

MHe 


17/05/15 

Wensleydale 

1 female. 

JN 

Meadow Argus 

16/05/15 

Belchers Lane, Connewarre 

1 at edge of saltmarsh. 

JN 

Australian Painted 
Lady 

26/04/15 

Freshwater Creek 

1. 

JN 

Common Grass-blue 

26/04/15 

Freshwater Creek 

1. 

JN 



A more unusual sighting of a White-throated Treecreeper bathing, Glenaire. April 2015 
Photo: Gordon McCarthy 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Geeiong Botanic Gardens 
25 June 2015 

Lynne Clarke 


I t was a cool, clear morning with a light wind when 
twenty three people met at the gates of the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens—perfect for bird watching. 

Craig Morley first gave us an outline of the history of the 
gardens, with which he has been associated, and 
keeping records of the birds, for more than thirty five 
years. Then we were led through the varied and 
fascinating landscapes of the sections of the gardens 
established in the twenty-first, twentieth and nineteenth 
centuries, with their wonderful trees and other plantings. 
They all attract birds. 

In total Craig has seen more than 140 species in the 
gardens and Eastern Park. Twenty-nine were seen by us 
that morning. Six Eastern Spinebills were flitting between 
the salvias and camellias, often hovering like 
hummingbirds. A White-browed Scrubwren and a Grey 
Fantail were briefly heard and seen in the same area. 
Craig reminded us to keep an eye out for Bassian 
Thrushes in the fernery; July can be a good time to look. 
A Golden Whistler was heard nearby. 

Emerging to the road again, we walked across the park 
enjoying the colours of three species of fungus on the 
way. Craig told us of some examples of how the bird 
species had altered over the years, perhaps influenced 
by slight changes in the management of the park over 
the years and changes in other bird species, such as 
Pied Currawongs becoming more numerous and 
frequent. The Grey-headed Flying Foxes were in full 
voice, and somewhat restless, quite a large number of 


them taking to flight as we approached. It didn’t take too 
long for them to settle again. 

Further up the hill we paused to admire the Nankeen 
Night Herons roosting in the Stone Pines. We all enjoyed 
good views of several and Craig told us he had located 
seventeen of them earlier that morning. 

At the wetlands recently established to harvest rainwater 
from East Geelong and prepare it for use on the 
Gardens making it self-sufficient in water, we admired 
the maturing of the plantings and a diving Australasian 
Grebe, a Coot and two preening Pacific Black Ducks. A 
Sparrowhawk, a year old female Craig told us, was 
soaring overhead accompanied by a loose flock of Little 
Ravens. 

On our way back to the cars we searched for members 
of the Tawny Frogmouth family which had frequented 
the area in the past, and at least one of which is 
sometimes seen there at night. Twenty-three pairs of 
eyes would be better than one, Craig said, but we were 
all unsuccessful. 

Over morning tea in the picnic shelter we were rewarded 
with six waddling Crested Pigeons, Galahs, some 
corellas and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos enjoying the 
day nearby. 

Thank you to Craig for once more leading us so 
knowledgably. 


Bird List by Craig Morley 


Pacific Black Duck 
Australasian Grebe 
Crested Pigeon 
Nankeen Night-Heron 
Australian White Ibis 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Eurasian Coot 
Masked Lapwing 
Silver Gull 
Galah 

Long-billed Corella 
Corella sp. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Crimson Rosella 


Eastern Rosella 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Eastern Spinebill 
Red Wattlebird 
Golden Whistler 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 
Grey Fantail 
Little Raven 
Magpie-lark 
Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 


Collared Sparrowhawk, juvenile female (2nd year), Geelong 
Botanic Gardens. June 2015 Photo: Jo Heatlie 
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Fauna report 


Trevor Pescott 


Mammals 

The reports of a Common Wombat killed on the road to 
Inverleigh are particularly interesting. Some publicity given to 
the sightings resulted in another coming to light—Garry 
Peterson of the Dept, of Environment, Land, Water & Planning 
found a wombat ‘a couple of kms west of Inverleigh on the 
Hamilton Hwy about two months ago. It had also been hit and 
killed. Record has been submitted to the VBA.’ 

In recent years, wombats appear to have moved into the 
southern section of the Brisbane Ranges with several sightings, 
including yet another road-kill, being reported. 

It would be quite remarkable if all the wombats that came onto 
the Hamilton Highway near Inverleigh ended up as road-kills— 
surely most would have escaped the passing traffic. 

So the question may be: where are they coming from, and why 
are they apparently moving in this way? There are no known 
populations in the Inverleigh area although they may be present 
further to the west. 


They were well established in the Western District at the time of 
European settlement, but were quickly wiped out. 

Recently, and independently of the latest sightings, I was asked 
about wombats in the Otway Ranges. The short answer is that 
although there have been several individual sightings in the last 
few decades, they were never widely established there. It has 
been claimed that there was a small population near Barwon 
Downs until the 1950s, although apparently no proof exists that 
this is a fact. 

But I was told that there is one wombat in that general area 
now; it was photographed but all details are being kept secret, 
at least for the time being, so I don’t know much about it. 

The discovery of the body of an antechinus—almost certainly a 
Swamp Antechinus—near Bell’s Beach is particularly interest¬ 
ing. We will check this out with an Elliott trapping survey later in 
the year. 


Mammals 


Platypus 

1 

07/05/15 

Observed in the Moorabool River near Batesford. 

SQ 


1 

16/05/15 

Seen in the Barwon River near the confluence with the Leigh River at Inverleigh. 

SQ 

Swamp Antechinus 

1 

22/06/15 

The body of a male antechinus was found beside the walking path just north of the 
Wave Car-park in the Bells Beach foreshore area. The rusty-red colouring of the fur 
suggests it was a Swamp Antechinus, one of our rare mammals. As with other 
antechinus species, the males died in winter after the mating season. 

GSt 

Fat-tailed Dunnart 

1 

02/06/15 

A male, found under a crushed aircraft runway marker cone on Wooloomanata 
station on the west side of the You Yangs. Another male had been found by the 
property owner under another cone about 400 m away about 2 weeks before. 

TP 

Common Wombat 

1 

16/05/15 

A road-killed wombat was found by Tony Morgan ‘about 10 km west of Geelong on 
the Hamilton Hwy.’ (Email to TP). On 21/05/15 Stuart and Maz noted (probably) the 
same animal and took record photographs. The wombat was near the end of 
Pollocksford Road on the Hamilton Hwy. Later the same day the body disappeared. 
(See comments above.) 

TP, 

SQ 

Koala 

1 

14/05/15 

Walking along the edge of Slate Quarry Road, Meredith, undisturbed by 
passing cars, 11.00 a.m. 

WCo 


1 

09/06/15 

Thompsons Road, Brisbane Ranges, between Reid and Aeroplane Roads; it 
crossed the road in front of the car, then came back onto the road and sat there. 

CCo 

Common Brushtail 
Possum 

1 

25/05/15 

Sitting on a roadside post. Slate Quarry Road Meredith, near the Moorabool River, 
7.20 p.m. 

WCo 


1 

09/06/15 

On the edge of Slate Quarry Road, Durdidwarrah; it turned away as the car 
approached, 6.00 p.m. 

WCo 

Yellow-bellied Glider 

3 

15/04/15 

Parker River crossing. Blanket Bay Road in the Otway Ranges, heard them calling 
at night while spotlighting. 

GPa 

Eastern Grey 

Kangaroo 

2 

04/05/15 

In the paddock north of the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

GD 

Black (Swamp) 
Wallaby 

1 

28/05/15 

Whinray Road, Meredith; hopped from the side of the road onto the crest of a small 
hill, and watched as 1 walked past. 

WCo 


2 

28/06/15 

Adult and juvenile, crossed Whinray Road, Meredith, side by side. 

WCo 

Lesser Long-eared 

Bat 

1 

15/06/15 

Found in a stack of dry firewood at West Barwon Reservoir, sleeping in a ‘horizontal 
roost’. (John Berry.) 

per TP 

Bat sp. 

1 

28/05/15 

Seen flying over Whinray Road, Meredith, but not heard calling; temp.16°C at 5.50 
p.m. 

WCo 


3+ 

28/06/15 

As above, temp. 11°C at 5.40 p.m, an overcast and still evening. 

WCo 

Water Rat 

1 

24/04/15 

Swimming, and diving regularly, in Coho Bay between the Carousel and the ferry 
wharf, at 11.30 p.m. 

SQ 


(Cont’d over page) 
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Mammals (cont’d) 


Swamp Rat 

1 

10/06/15 

Near Queens Park bridge, Newtown, moving through grass beside the 
Barwon River, 7.35 a.m. 

CFr 


1 

13/06/15 

Crossed the walking path in Coongoorah Park, Anglesea, early afternoon. 

TFI 

Red Fox 

4 

04/04/15 

Belcher’s Lane, Connewarre; single animals along the lane and into the 
saltmarsh. Two were seen there on 07/04/15. 

GD 


1 

26/05/15 

Road-killed, Blackgate Road, Breamlea. 

GGt 



27/05/15 

Road-killed, Great Ocean Road, Anglesea. 

GGt 

Australian Fur Seal 

1 

16/05/15 

Resting on the edge of the Banwon River at Lake Connewarre, a very odd 
sight at this location. CMo with David McKeown. 

per CMo 

Fallow Deer 

7 

27/04/15 

In paddocks north-west of Baensch’s Lane, Reedy Lake. 

GD 


3 

09/06/15 

Eclipse Road, Brisbane Ranges; a well-antlered male and two others, ran 
across the road, the male following the others. 

KCo 


2 

09/06/15 

Durdidwarrah, corner of Geelong-Ballan Road/Stony Creek Road, crossed 
from pine plantation into national park. 

CCo 

Brown Hare 

1 

18/04/15 

On Links Road, Inverleigh Common. 

GP, JPo 

Killer Whale 

6 

15/04/15 

Noted at Port Phillip Heads; two were males, identified by the huge dorsal 
fins. (Graham Flett) 

per CMo 

Bottlenose Dolphin 

15+ 

17/03/15 

Off the Barwon Heads Bluff, a group of at least 15, and perhaps up to 30, 
feeding in a tight circling formation, some occasionally leaping from the 
water. There were 2 Shy Albatrosses and 1 Australasian Gannet also 
present. 

CMo, BL, 
GT, GMc 


Reptiles & Amphibians (Herps) 


Spotted Grass Frog 

1 

12/06/15 

Found under a tile at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, blackish in colour. 

TP 

Southern Brown Tree Frog 


14/06/15 

Heard calling during the day at Yaugher. 

TP 

Marbled Gecko 

1 

04/04/15 

Found while moving pot plants in West Geelong. 

AHi 

White’s Skink 


05/05/15 

Found under rocks near Collendina. 

GD 

Jacky Lizard (Tree Dragon) 

2 

09/03/15 

Observed along the cliff-top walk at the end of Hurst Road, Anglesea. 

GP, JPo 


1 

02/04/15 

Observed at Teesdale. 

RSh 

Eastern Tiger Snake 

1 

20/03/15 

At Torquay, a tiny individual found dead without any obvious cause of 
death. It was about 10 cm long. 

GGt 


Observers: AHi, Andrea Carroll-Haigh; BL, Barry Lingham; Stockton; GT, Graeme Tribe; KCo, Kristen Cook; JPo, Jenny 

CCo, Colin Cook; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; Possingham; RSh, Rob Smith; SQ, Stuart Quick; TFI, Tom 

GD, Guy Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook. 

GP, Graham Possingham; GPa, Grant Palmer; GSt, Graeme 



A pair of Brolgas take flight over Woods Rd. 

June 2015 Photo: David Tytherleigh 


state Wide Integrated Flora & Fauna 
Teams (SWIFFT) 

Video conference 
Thursday 30 July 2015 
9.45 a.m.-12.00 p.m. 

Moths and Butterflies 

Butterfies—Victoria’s rare and threatened species 

Presenter: Ross Field 

Five years of nightly monitoring moths in the central 
Victorian Box-ironbark systems 

Presenter: Steve Williams 

Eltham Copper Butterfly Conservation 

Presenter: Julie Whitfield 

Venue 

Geelong State Public Offices, Level 4, 30-38 Little Malop 
Street (opp. Johnsons Park) 

RSVP Ian Smith 0407 803 115 in late July 
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Field Nats in the field 



Members of the public and GFNC members listen to Guy Dutson at Limeburners Lagoon on World 
Migratory Bird Day. May 2015 Photo: David Tytherleigh 



Field Nats on the bushwalking/bird watching excursion at Long Forest in May 2015 

Photo: Susan Kruss 
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GFNC excursion: Anakie Gorge & Wurdi Youang Stone Arrangement 

21 June 2015 


Barry Lingham 


Anakie Gorge 

A lovely sunny day greeted us on the winter solstice. Our 
excursion began with a walk into Anakie Gorge. The 
gorge formed about 1 million years ago when the Port 
Phillip area sank to the east along the Rowsley Fault, and 
was uplifted to the west creating the Brisbane Ranges. 
The fault escarpment runs from near Bacchus Marsh to 
the Lovely Banks area. The escarpment forms the eastern 
boundary of the Brisbane Ranges, with a height of around 
250 metres. The rejuvenated streams that flowed over the 
escarpment cut several gorges into the sedimentary rocks 
of the ranges. The Stony Creek created the steep-sided 
gorge known as Anakie Gorge, exposing many significant 
geological sites including folded and faulted sandstone, 
siltstone and shale formations. In sections along the walk, 
metamorphic slate rocks are exposed. 

The GFNC have had significant involvement in this 
section of the Brisbane Ranges National Park. The Ted 
Errey Walk is a popular 10 km circuit that intersects the 
Anakie Gorge. The walk was named in honour of the 
noted GFNC botanist who spent much of his life surveying 
and studying the rich flora of the park. A range of 
interpretive signs along the walk were created from 
information supplied by GFNC members. 

In January 2006, severe bush fires swept through the 
Brisbane Ranges, obliterating most vegetation. Since 


then, the fire-adapted eucalypts have regenerated and a 
thick understory of trees and shrubs have sprouted. 
Species such as Red Ironbark, Yellow Gum and 
Messmate grow new leaves from epicormic shoots. The 
trees that looked badly charred then, have regrown new 
foliage. The Red Ironbark trees within the gorge were 
flowering and attracting a range of honeyeaters and 
other small birds. 

Many other eucalypts, such as the Manna Gum and 
Swamp Gum did not survive the heat. However, the seed 
left in the ashen soil quickly sprouted into a dense carpet 
of saplings, each competing for light and nutrients. Along 
the path, these saplings were now up to six metres tall 
and some of the less robust plants had already 
succumbed to the competition. Over the coming decades, 
only the strongest and fastest growing will survive to 
become fully mature trees, but it will take a long time for 
the area to return to the previous pre-fire habitat. 

Avian highlights of the walk included Flame Robins and 
two Australian Ravens at the entrance area and good 
views of an immature Brown Goshawk and a Peregrine 
Falcon in the gorge. Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were 
noted in Red Ironbarks. On the entrance track, Weebills 
and Diamond Firetails were noted, but not included in the 
bird list. 


Bird List by Richard Alcorn 


Some eucalypts noted at Anakie Gorge 


Brown Goshawk 
Peregrine Falcon 
Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 
Spotted Pardalote 
Eastern Spinebill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 


Red Wattlebird 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Australian Magpie 
Grey Shrike-Thrush 
Golden Whistler 
Australian Raven 
White-winged Chough 
Flame Robin 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Welcome Swallow 
Silvereye 
Mistletoebird 
European Goldfinch 


Common Name 

Species Name 

Red Ironbark 

Yellow Gum 

Swamp Gum 

Manna Gum 

Messmate 

Red Stringybark 
Narrow-leafed Peppermint 
Red Box 

Grey Box 

E. tricarpa 

E. leucoxylon subsp. connata 

E. ovata 

E. viminalis 

E. obliqua 

E. macroryncha 

E. radiata 

E. polyanthemos 

E. microcarpa 



Barry Lingham shares some local history with Field Nats at Anakie Gorge. June 2015 

Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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Wurdi Youang 

After lunch, our party departed along the scenic Granite 
Road to the Wurdi Youang Stone arrangement site. A 
view over the volcanic plains gave sightings of 22 Banded 
Lapwings. These enigmatic birds are only known from a 
handful of sites around the Geelong region. We were then 
joined by our guide, Wathaurong Indigenous Protected 
Areas Project Co-ordinator, Reg Abrahams. Reg 
explained the history of the site and its significance both 
culturally and archeologically. 

The site is now privately owned by the Wathaurong 
Aboriginal Co-operative, but it was originally part of the 
area settled by the Chirnside family that controlled land 
from Werribee to Mt Rothwell. Unfortunately, little is 
known about the full cultural significance of the site as the 
indigenous people of the area had been dispossessed, 
and most were dead within 15 years of white settlement. 
The knowledge of the purpose of the stone arrangement, 
why the site was chosen, the cultural stories related to the 
site and how the site was used, was lost with the last of 
the Wathaurong. The area was grazed for over 150 years 
and crop cultivation was undertaken within 50 metres of 
the site. 

After instructions from Reg on how to respect the site, we 
walked over the landscape nearby. The soil had been 
disturbed by previous cropping and many artefacts were 
visible, ranging from small stone flakes that had been 
carefully worked to create sharp edges to a significant 
polished hammer stone that fitted neatly into the user’s 
hand. All of the stone artefacts were from rocks foreign to 
the site and they indicate use of the site over a long 
period of time. 

Wurdi Youang consists of a large ring formation, about 50 
metres across, made up of some 100 basaltic rocks in a 
shape like a lapwing egg—an ovoid that is sharper at one 


end. The major axis of the arrangement runs almost 
directly east-west. The stones range from around 0.20 to 
0.75 metres in diameter. The stones are not part of the 
underlying basalt, but have been moved to the positions 
at the site. 

Over the past 50 years, several archaeologists have 
surveyed the site, recorded the positions of the stones 
and raised conjectures about their placement. GFNC 
member, the late Louis Lane, was the first to sketch the 
site and was part author of the first published survey in 
1980. In 2003, archaeologist John Morieson theorised 
that the positions of several outlying stones, along with 
the straighter edges of the arrangement, aligned with the 
positions of the setting sun at the summer and winter 
solstice. Later studies concluded that the Wurdi Youang 
arrangement has indeed been constructed using the 
setting sun positions, a very rare example of aboriginal 
constructions using astronomical observations. Three 
large rocks at the western end would mark the position of 
the sun at the equinoxes. Those rocks also seem to 
match the three volcanic Anakie hills when you stand at a 
particular spot in the ring. 

We were extremely fortunate to have clear skies to allow 
vision of the sunset. Accompanied by the haunting 
sounds of the digeridoo, we watched as the sun set over 
the Brisbane Ranges, in line with the straight section of 
stones on the north side of the arrangement. After 
thanking Reg and the Wathaurong group, we moved off in 
the twilight, having witnessed an unforgettable scene. 

Reference 

Norris, R.P., Norris, C., Hamacher, D.W. & Abrahams, R. 
(2012) ‘Wurdi Youang:an Australian Aboriginal stone 
arrangement with possible solar indications’, 
http://www.atnf.csiro.au/people/Ray.Norris/papers/ 
n258.pdf 



Field Nats observe a flock of Banded Lapwings (inset) off Granite Road, before heading onto the Wurdi 
Youang site. June 2015 Photos: Chrissy Freestone 


Note: Photos of the Wurdi Youang site and stone arrangement were not included in this article out of respect 
for the wishes of the Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative. 
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Deakin brings Victoria’s underwater kingdom to the surface with 

bird’s eye view 


D eakin University researchers have been given a 
bird’s eye view of Victoria’s undenvater kingdoms, 
after attaching miniature video cameras to seabirds in a 
bid to work out how they find food in different 
environments. 

The researchers from Deakin’s Centre for Integrative 
Ecology, within the School of Life and Environmental 
Sciences, filmed bird behaviour at two different marine 
environments so they could work out if they used 
different hunting strategies in different settings. 

Researcher Melanie Wells, who completed the study for 
her Honours thesis project, placed the cameras on the 
Australasian gannets at the Pope’s Eye Marine Reserve, 
in Port Phillip Bay, and at Point Danger, Australia’s only 
mainland colony of the seabirds, just outside Portland in 
south west Victoria. 

‘Our footage gave a unique insight into the behaviour of 
Australasian gannets, 
revealing previously unknown 
information about their 
foraging behaviour and, 
importantly, showed they can 
adapt their hunting strategies 
to suit available resources and 
environmental conditions,’ Ms 
Wells said. 

‘We discovered a previously 
undescribed hunting strategy 
for these birds which, 
interestingly, appears to be 
gender-specific. 

‘All the birds at Point Danger 
fed offshore on small 
schooling fish like pilchards 
and anchovies with other 
gannets, usually in association 
with other marine predators like 
dolphins and seals that collect the prey into bait balls 
which are herded to the surface. 

‘Our cameras showed the birds could swim underwater 
to capture several small fish per dive. This behaviour is 
common for gannet species around the world.’ 

But Ms Wells said at Popes Eye, the research team was 
surprised to find a different story. 

‘There, half of the study birds hunted in the same way in 
Bass Strait, but the other half hunted within Port Phillip 
Bay and were observed to be foraging alone,’ Ms Wells 
said. 

‘Interestingly, 93 per cent of birds feeding in the bay 
were male.’ 


Ms Wells said the birds that hunted in the bay followed 
sandbanks in very shallow waters and didn’t rely on 
other predators, such as dolphins, to drive prey to the 
surface. 

‘Our cameras showed the birds were literally searching 
the shallow waters for food, possibly detecting the 
silhouettes of prey against the sea floor much like a 
coastal patrol plane finds sharks. They tended to catch 
one single large fish at a time,’ she said. 

‘This study has helped us understand the diversity of 
behaviours, and the influence of gender and 
environment, when it comes to searching for food in this 
species.’ 

Ms Wells’ research supervisor, Deakin marine scientist 
Associate Professor John Arnould said seabirds were 
highly sensitive to environmental variability, making 
them ideal biological indicators of ecosystem health. 

‘With a changing climate, 
the oceanic regime of 
south-eastern Australia is 
also changing. It is largely 
unknown how biological 
communities, and in 
particular top predators 
such as seabirds, may 
respond to these 
changes,’ Associate 
Professor Arnould said. 

‘Determining the suite of 
behaviours animals have 
in relation to normal 
environmental variability is 
crucial for being able to 
predict how they may 
respond to future changes. 

‘The results of this study 
demonstrate strong behavioural variability in 
Australasian gannets which suggests 
plasticity in foraging behaviours, essential in the 
response and adaptation to environmental change.’ 

Associate Professor Arnould’s team will conduct further 
studies over the coming years to determine the degree 
and consistency of individual foraging specialisations 
and how this impacts breeding success. Of particular 
interest is whether age and experience influences 
foraging specialisations. 

This article was reproduced with kind permission from 
the Media Department of Deakin University. 



Gannet’s-eye view of the world 

Photo montage courtesy of John Arnould and Melanie Wells, 
Deakin University 
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Bird observations 
May-June 2015 


W inter is here and the Winter Solstice has passed, 
with some interesting records submitted. 

Peaceful Dove records have again been drawing 
attention from several locations, as have wintering Cattle 
Egrets. The many raptor records that are regularly 
submitted reinforce the great interest many observers 
have in these enigmatic birds. Grey Goshawks have 
been making their more regular winter appearances 
locally, and White-bellied Sea Eagles have also been 
seen more regularly over this period. 

Point Impossible has been a wonderful location for 
Double-banded Plovers overwinter, and the iconic 
Hooded Plover has been seen at Freshwater Lake for 
the first time and, to add to the excitement, in 
extraordinary numbers in winter flocks. It further 


John Newman, Craig Morley, Rod Lowther 

reinforces the need to safely preserve and manage the 
entire system of wetlands on the Bellarine Peninsula, as 
they all play a role in supporting our birdlife in varying 
weather and feeding conditions. 

Swift Parrots remain scarce locally this season but have 
been seen at Deakin University at Waurn Ponds. Several 
locally scarce honeyeaters have been seen during this 
reporting period, none more noteworthy than the 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater seen and photographed at 
Reedy Lake. 

Red-capped Robins continue to hang on at Long Forest, 
and Mistletoebirds have been a great source of 
enjoyment to the lucky observer in Belmont. 


Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs Code 

Black Swan 

P 

08/06/15 

Newtown 

Nicholas St. Flying NE, with characteristic bugling calls; 12.30 p.m. 

RGa 


163 

20/05/15 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

MDa 


1 

06/06/15 

Serendip 

Main wetland area. 

GMc, MAT, 
CFr 

Australasian Shoveler 

2 

06/06/15 

Serendip 

M, F. Main wetland area. 

GMc, MAT, 
CFr 

Spotted Dove 

1 

27/05/15 

Newtown 

Aphrasia St. Carrying nest-material into bushes. 

JN 

Peaceful Dove 

2 

04/05/15 

Ocean Grove NR 


JH 


1 

19/06/15 

Yeo 

Barangarook Water Catchment. 

eB 

Tawny Frogmouth 

1 

02/06/15 

Newtown 

Craigie Rd. Attention of observer taken by alarm calls of New 

Holland Honeyeaters-seemed an unusual thing to hear at 9.45 p.m. 
Tawny Frogmouth then flew in and alighted on power line. 

CFr 


2 

04/06/15 

You Yangs 

Information Centre. In different tree, to S. 

AHn 

White-necked Heron 

1 

06/06/15 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. 

JN, RLw 


1 

13/06/15 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. 

JN 

Cattle Egret 

12 

15/06/15 

Drysdale 

Feeding amongst cattle. 

TFI 


1 

06/06/15 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. Flying OH. 

JN 

Royal Spoonbill 

1 

17/05/15 

Balyang Sanctuary 

Working shoreline. 

GPo 

Black-shouldered Kite 

1 

22/05/15 

Portarlington 

Hunting above vacant grassy block of land, flew off checking out 
backyards of nearby houses. Obs comments on more 
Black-shouldered Kites around Portarlington area over last 3 months; 
from Pt Richards to golf course. 

MDa 

White-bellied 

1 

17/06/15 

Lake Connewarre 

Lower reaches, below delta. Ad perched on boating sign. 

per AD 

Sea-Eagle 





1 

06/06/15 

Serendip 

Imm. Flying low OH. 

GMc, MAT, 
CFr 


1 

22/05/15 

Separation Ck 

Gt Ocean Rd. Flying only metres above rd, in front of car for ~200m 
before slowly rising and eventually disappearing from view. 

CFr 

Black Kite 

1 

17/05/15 

Moriac 

Cape Otway Rd/Reservoir Rd. 

JN 


6 

07/06/15 

Serendip 

Ads and imms. Alternated b/w perching in large eucalypt and taking 
flight - calling and tussling with each other. Very animated group! 

CFr 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

23/05/15 

Geelong East 

Verner St. Observer alerted by 3 magpies mobbing small gliding bird 
in dusk light. Sparrowhawk hd emitting call. 

DTy 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

06/06/15 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. 

JN, RLw 


1 

04/06/15 

You Yangs 

Mobbed by Honeyeaters. 

AHn 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

28/05/15 

Balyang Sanctuary 

Perched in tree at back of largest pond. 

GGt 


1 

11/06/15 

Belmont 

East View Pd. Flew past house and perched on tree, appeared to 
have some prey, and after 15 minutes flew towards river. 

RLw 


1 

07/06/15 

Newtown 

Shannon Ave, nr Barrabool Rd. White morph, perched on 
overhanging street light for some time before it was seen off by 
group of magpies. 

CFr 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs Code 

Australian Hobby 

1 

01/06/15 

Geelong West 

Pakington St. N of Aberdeen St. Group of ~15 Rainbow 
Lorikeets flew quickly OH screeching followed closely by 
Hobby; F. appeared to be monitoring group for possible prey 
opportunity; 5.10 p.m. 

DTy 


1 

07/03/15 

Serendip 


GMc 

Brolga 

3 

16/05/15 

Leopold 

Flying OH to N from direction of Lake Connewarre. 

per BLV 


2 

07/06/15 

Reedy Lake 

Coppards Rd. Flew in from S landing in paddock began 
feeding. Also some dancing. 

DTy 

Black-tailed Native-hen 

1 

03/06/15 

Hospital Swamps 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Feeding on island in centre of swamp. 

PKw 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

17/05/15 

Black Rock 


RLw, JDg 


1 

27/05/15 

Pt Roadknight 

Prising shellfish off rocks. 

GGt 

Banded Stilt 

50+ 

16/06/15 

Lake Victoria 

Pt Lonsdale. Ponds nr GC. Resting with ~30 Red-necked 
Avocet. 2 Black- fronted Dotterel also. 

TFI 

Red-capped Plover 

60 

16/06/15 

Freshwater Lake 

Feeding around 10 Hooded Plovers. 

TFI 


43 

17/05/15 

Lake Murtnagurt 


OBP 

Double-banded Plover 

60+ 

29/05/15 

Pt Impossible 

Estuary. Loafing amongst beach wrack, One already in par¬ 
tial breeding plumage. With 30+ Red-capped Plovers. 

GGt 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

9 

06/06/15 

Serendip 

Foraging at edge of one of outer wetland ponds. 

GMc, MAT, 
CFr 

Hooded Plover 

10 

15/06/15 

Freshwater Lake 

Wintering flock inci 3 imms. 1st record of sp. at this site. Also 

TFI, MMc; 





10 on 16/06/15. 

TFI 


37 

19/06/15 

Freshwater Lake 


MSk, JPI 


6 

17/05/15 

Lake Murtnagurt 

Pr with 2 sub ads, red/orange flag on 1 ad and 1 young bird. 

OBP 

Red-kneed Dotterel 


16/05/15 

Leopold 

Mollers La. Wetland 

CMo, DTy 

Banded Lapwing 

10 

13/06/15 

Connewarre 

Bluestone School Rd. 

GD 

Sanderling 

1 

12/06/15 

Pt Impossible 

Foraging amongst flock of 31 Red-capped plovers, 55 
Double-banded Plovers. Many in partial breeding 
plumage. 

GGt 

Yellow-tailed 

20 

24/05/15 

East Geelong 

Eastern Cemetery. Loose group flying from NW heading in 

DTy 

Black-Cockatoo 




SE; 3.00 p.m. 



7 

03/03/15 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. Flying OH heading S; 7.30 p.m. Seen by several 
attendees of the GFNC meeting. 

BL 


15 

04/06/15 

Geelong North 

McKellar Centre. Loose group of 15 flying OH E to W, calling, 
twds rear section of centre from the E. Also smaller group; 

11; atop exposed tree limbs in treed verge adjacent to 

Ballarat Rd; 4.45 p.m. Sp. was once seasonally common 
at location due to good quantity of conifer trees. Trees were 
felled in 2010/11 for housing development. 

DTy 


22 

31/05/15 

Highton 

Vaucluse Rise. Tight noisy flock flying low over house 
heading SW. 

JN 


180 

02/06/15 

Leopold 

Portarlington Rd. Flock heading SW on bayside of rd; 5.00 
p.m. 

NG 


6 

08/06/15 

Newtown 

Flying E, calling loudly; 12.00 p.m. 

RGa 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

40 

17/05/15 

Balyang Sanctuary 

Mainly paired, investigating hollows including one in an old 
brick stack 

GPo 

Swift Parrot 

2 

06/06/15 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. Imms. moving around building NA and 
Institute of Koorie Education. 

JN; RLw 

Blue-winged Parrot 

11 

14/06/15 

Breamlea 

Blackgate Rd. Ads, juvs feeding on wide roadside verge. 

TL 




Saltmarsh 



Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

2 

12/06/15 

Ocean Grove NR 

One has been seen regularly through the autumn. 

GD 

Satin Bowerbird 

4 

22/05/15 

Lake Colac 

Walking path, nr Rowing Club. Green birds. 

eB 

Rufous Bristlebird 

1 

08/06/15 

Otway Ranges 

West Barwon Dam. Calling from dense vegetation, 
approximately 400 m of the dam wall along and adjacent to 
the Barwon River (west branch). 

GPa 

Chestnut-rumped 

1 

13/06/15 

Anglesea Heath 


GD 

Heathwren 






Weebill 

1 

01/06/15 

Bacchus Marsh 

Grey St. 1st record of sp. for season at location. 
Autumn-winter visitor in town. 1-2. 

MHe 

Eastern Spinebill 

1 

26/05/15 

Geelong 

Sutherland St. Calling from garden. 

JN 


P 

13/06/15 

Ironbark Basin 

Several. 

FSc 

Yellow-faced 

15 

16/06/15 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse reserve. 

TFI 

Honeyeater 

500 

28/05/15 

Pt Addis 

Flying in flocks 25-50 to E. Some going to Point, then doubling 
back to work their way along cliff top vegetation. Movement 
stopped; 9.40 p.m. 

BGp CWL 

Fuscous Honeyeater 

4 

04/06/15 

You Yangs 

Information Centre. Lot of flowering gums, many honeyeaters. 
These were dull brown, rather lighter below, with darker brown 
around eye and black and indistinct yellow plume. White-plumed 
also present. 

AHn 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs Code 

Spiny-cheeked 

5 

14/06/15 

Connewarre 

Fishers Rd. Calling loudly from casaurina trees in roadside vegetation. 

TL 

Honeyeater 

2 

22/05/15 

Ocean Grove 

NR 

N Tk. On Banksia in recently burned area. 

BL 

Tawny-crowned 

1 

07/06/15 

Reedy Lake 

Moolap Stn Rd. Hd calling then seen atop lignum bush on W side of rd. 

DTy 

Honeyeater 




Juv. Possible autumn/winter dispersal of sp. or blown off course by 
strong winds. 


Crescent Honeyeater 

4 

13/06/15 

Ironbark Basin 


FSc 

White-naped 

20 

28/05/15 

Point Addis 

Low numbers hd and seen amongst Yellow-faced Honeyeaters. 

BGp CWL 

Honeyeater 

41 

15/06/15 

You Yangs 

Entrance. Calling well while feeding in flowering eucalypts. 

TL 

Crested Shrike-tit 

1 

04/06/15 

You Yangs 

Information Centre. 

AHn 

Pied Currawong 

44 

24/05/15 

Bacchus Marsh 

Grey St. Flock passed through garden at dusk; moved off to W. Flocks 
in town are getting larger. 

MHe 

Little Raven 

200+ 

22/05/15 

Ocean Grove 

MR 

Large flock feeding in paddock to N then flying off in one flock to S. 

BL 

Red-capped Robin 

1 

23/05/15 

iNlx 

Long Forest 

Happy Valley Car Pk. Coloured M; regular here in last yr. Also 24/05/15. 

GFNC MHe, 
DHe 


1 

24/05/15 

Long Forest 

Long Pt. Nearby. Coloured M. 

GFNC MHe, 
DHe 

Flame Robin 

7 

14/06/15 

Connewarre 

Fishers Rd. 2 Ms and 5 brown birds in roadside vegetation and adjoin¬ 
ing paddock. 

TL 


10 

30/05/15 

Modewarre 

Batson Rd. Ms and brown birds 

JN 


30 

12/06/15 

Ocean Grove 

NR 

St Albans Pk 

Paddock to N with pigs. 14 red Ms. 

GD 


7 

23/05/15 

Paddock b/w Boundary Rd/Wilsons Rd. Perched along wire fence line. 
Flying to ground to feed. 

DTy 


Rose Robin 

1 

17/05/15 

Wensleydale 

Wormbete Stn Rd. 

JN 

Pink Robin 

1 

13/06/15 

Ironbark Basin 

Brown bird briefly perched on sheoke nr cliff edge; 3.00 p.m. Dumpy 
bird with warm brown tones, biggish head, buff wing patches, short tail 
but longish legs. 

JHe 


1 

17/05/15 

Wensleydale 

Wormbete Stn Rd. Brown bird. 

JN 

Mistletoebird 

4 

03/06/15 

Belmont 

East View Pd. Also 11/06/15; Hd and seen. Present at location all wk. 

RLw 


Observers: 

AD, Andrea Dennett; AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BGp, Bird Group excursion; BL, Barry Lingham; BLV, Birdline Victoria; CFr, Chrissy 
Freestone; CWL, Cheryl West Lau; DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; eB, eBird; FSc, Frank Scheelings; GD, Guy Dutson; 
GFNC, GFNC excursion; GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GPa, Grant Palmer; GPo, Graham Possingham; JDg, Jeff 
Dagg; JH, Joe Hubbard; JHe, Jo Heatlie; JN, John Newman; JPI, Jackie Pallister; MAT, Maryann Thorp; MDa, Michael Day; MHe, 
Marilyn Hewish; MMc, Margaret MacDonald; MSk, Michael Skinner; NG, Nicole Gray; OBP, Orange-bellied Parrot Survey; PKw, 
Penne Kwiat; RGa, Rob Ganly; RLw, Rod Lowther; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TL, Trevor Lumb. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 

Grasstree Park Nature Reserve, 
Torquay 

Thursday 23 July 2015 
Leader: Cheryl West Lau 

Grasstree Park, located on the Surf Coast Highway, 
was once situated outside the township of Torquay, but 
with the rapid development that Torquay has seen over 
the past 15 years, it is now bordered by a large 
business park and the new Surf Coast Shire Offices 
are located opposite. It is 25 hectares in size with a 
natural shrubby heathland area, including a number of 
Grasstrees {Xanthorrhoea australis), and a large open 
grassland area. The land was originally freehold with a 
homestead on it but was acquired by the Council in the 
1960s and used as a night soil depot. The Council 
have developed a Management Plan for this reserve 
and have been removing non-indigenous vegetation in 
an endeavour to rehabilitate the heathland area. There 
is a Trust for Nature’ covenant on the reserve. Dogs 
are currently allowed on the open grassland area but 
are not allowed into the heathland. 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Grasstree Park. 

To get there drive from Geelong towards Torquay 
along the Surf Coast Highway until you come to traffic 
lights with Merrijig Rd on the left and Beacon Blvd on 
the right. Do a U-turn at the lights and come back 
along the Surf Coast Highway for approx. 100 metres 
and turn into the carpark for Grasstree Reserve. 

If time allows, we will also visit the Karaaf Wetland area 
located on the edge of Torquay near Pt Impossible. An 
Orange-bellied Parrot was seen here 3 years ago and 
as it is the right time of the year you never know what 
you may find! 

Bring: Warm clothing, suitable footwear, waterproof 
jacket, binoculars, water and morning tea. 

Contact: Cheryl West Lau: cwestv@iprimus.com.au . 
or mobile 0428 758 567. 


Bird Report—1986, 1987, 1990 

Now available for purchase 

$15 per copy (plus $5 postage) 

The report will be on sale at General and Bird Group 
meetings 

or contact GFNC 
info@qfnc.orq.au 
to have a copy mailed to you 


GFNC Excursion 
Melbourne Museum Carlton 
Wednesday 15 July 2015 

Leader: Deborah Evans 

Once again we are visiting the Museum for our indoor 
July excursion—this time back to the minerals and rocks 
section which we only saw part of last time we were 
there. The excursion will be a follow up to Dermot 
Henry’s July general meeting talk on impact craters, but 
there are more than just meteorites downstairs and the 
public earth science displays will give plenty to see after 
the tour. 

As usual we will be going up by train and tram (others 
are welcome to meet us up there). Itinerary: 

South Geelong Station 8.40 a.m. 

Geelong Station 8.45 a.m. 

North Geelong Station 8.48 a.m. 

Meet at the Museum 10.25 a.m. 

Tour 10.45 a.m. 

Last off-peak return 3.50 p.m. from Southern Cross 

Bring: your own lunch or buy it at the Museum cafe. 

Contact: Deborah Evans AH 5243 8687 or 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com. 

I would appreciate people letting me know in advance if 
they are coming and whether they are joining us on the 
train or meeting us up there. 


Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) 
surveys 

There are two more surveys to be conducted this season. 
Dates are: 

25-26 July 
12-13 September 

If you’d like to take part in these surveys please 
contact: 

Craig Morley 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com or 5221 4604 


Mailing roster 
July: Jan Venters 
August: Diana Primrose 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2015-2016 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5243 7037 

rod.lowther@live.com 

Treasurer 

Tracey Hinton 

5243 9973 

tracey.hinton@gmail.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rod.lowther@live.com 

Membership Officer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Committee Member 

(( (( 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

U (( 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

(( (( 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 

(( (( 

Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

(( (( 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


JULY 2015 

AUGUST 2015 

4 

Boneseed Pull 

4 

General Meeting: Members Night and casserole tea 

7 

General Meeting: Dermott Henry—Impact craters in 

6-9 

Fauna survey—Floating Islands, Stony Rises 


Australia and overseas 

11 

Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 

9-12 

Fauna survey—Gum Flat, Anglesea 

16 

Excursion: White Elephant Reserve, Parwan Valley 

14 

Plant Group—Local Acacia species 

19 

Cadets: Meeting 

15 

Excursion (Mid-week); Museum Victoria earth sciences 
collection 

Cadets: Meeting 

Bird Group: Martin O’Brien—Birds of French Island 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Torquay, Grasstree Park 
Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

20 

22 

Bird Group: Danny Rogers—Tern ID 

Boneseed Pull—You Yangs 

15 

16 

23 

25-26 

27 

Mid-week Bird Excursion: Gherang 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 27 July 2015 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 

Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please 
contact the Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) 
from another source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, 
and start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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